To: Buchanan Davis (buchanan_davis@flake.senate.gov)[buchanan_davis@flake.senate.govl;
chandler_morse@flake.senate.govichandler_morse@flake.senate.gov}; Chelsea Lett
(chelsea_lett@flake.senate.gov)[chelsea_lett@flake.senate.gov]; Chuck Podolak, PhD
(chuck_podolak@flake.senate.gov)[chuck_podolak@flake.senate.gov];
julie_katsel@flake.senate.govijulie_katsel@flake.senate.gov]; Melanie Lehnhardt
(melanie_lehnhardt@flake.senate.gov)[melanie_lehnhardt@flake.senate.gov}; Michael Nelson
(michael_nelson@flake.senate.gov){michael_nelson@flake.senate.gov}; Austin Kennedy
(austin_kennedy@mccain.senate.gov){austin_kennedy@mccain.senate.gov};
gina_gormiey@mccain.senate.gov[gina_gormley@mccain.senate.govl;
joe_donoghue@mccain.senate.govijoe_donoghue@mccain.senate.govl; Meghan Kielty
(meghan_kielty@mccain.senate.gov)[meghan_kielty@meccain.senate.gov}; Michelle Shipley
(michelle_shipley@mccain.senate.gov)[michelle_shipley@mccain.senate.govl;
nick_matiella@mccain.senate.govinick_matiella@mccain.senate.gov};
rick_stilgenbauer@mccain.senate.govirick_stilgenbauer@mccain.senate.gov}; Shay Saucedo
(shay_saucedo@mccain.senate.gov)[shay_saucedo@meccain.senate.gov]; Alesia Ash
(alesia.ash@mail.house.gov)[alesia.ash@mail.house.gov]; C.J. Karamargin
(cj.karamargin@mail.house.gov)[cj.karamargin@mail.house.gov}; Justin Roth
(justin.roth@mail.house.gov){justin.roth@mail.house.gov]; Kristen Douglas
(kristen.douglas@mail.house.gov)[kristen.douglas@mail.house.govl}; Pace McMullan
(pace.mcmullan@mail.house.gov)[pace.mcmullan@mail.house.gov]

Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal[MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV]; Rumrill,

Nancy[Rumrill. Nancy@epa.govl; Amato, PaullAmato.Paul@epa.gov}; Campbell,
RichjCampbell.Rich@epa.gov]; Albright, David[Albright.David@epa.gov}; Johnson,
AudreyL[Johnson.AudreyL@epa.gov]; Zito, Kelly[ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV}, Glenn,
William[Glenn.William@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Sven-Erik[Kaiser.Sven-Erik@epa.gov}

From: Maier, Brent

Sent: Mon 11/13/2017 10:46:05 PM

Subject: U.S. EPA News Brief: EPA Seeks Comment on Gunnison Copper Project Proposed Permit

Dear Colleagues:

The following news brief is being issued today by the EPA Region IX press office. If you
have questions or need any additional information, please give me a call.

Regards,
Brent Maier

Congressional Liaison
Telephone: 415.947.4256

For Immediate Release: November 13, 2017

Media Contact: Nahal Mogharabi, mogharabi.nahal@epa.gov, 213-244-1815
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EPA Seeks Comment on Gunnison Copper Project Proposed Permit

SAN FRANCISCO - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is seeking public
comment on a draft Underground Injection Control (UIC) permit and aquifer exemption
for Excelsior Mining Arizona, Inc. (Excelsior). The permit, if approved, would allow the
company to construct and operate a copper production facility. The proposed 332-acre
Gunnison Copper Project is in Cochise County, between Benson and Wilicox, Arizona.

EPA is seeking public comment on the draft permit and the proposed aquifer
exemption. The permit, if approved, would authorize Excelsior to inject a solution into
the copper orebody, approximately 400 — 1400 feet underground, to produce copper.
The draft permit would allow the company to drill wells, extract copper in solution and
restore the aquifer over 20 years. After the 20-year operational period, Excelsior would
be required to properly close the wells, continue aquifer restoration for three additional
years, and monitor the aquifer for at least five more years.

The aquifer qualifies for exemption because it does not serve as a source of drinking
water and it contains commercially producible minerals. The draft permit would require
the company to contain all injection associated with the copper production facility within
the exempt portion of the aquifer to ensure protection of the surrounding groundwater.

To view the draft permit and aquifer exemption, please visit
www.epa.gov/uic/underground-injection-control-permits-region-9 or the Elsie S. Hogan
Library, 100 North Curtis Ave., Willcox, Arizona 85643.

Comments should be mailed, faxed or emailed by January 8, 2018 to:

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9
Drinking Water Protection Section, Mail Code WTR-3-2
75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105
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Attention: Nancy Rumrill
Telephone: (415) 972-3293

Email: rumrill.nancy@epa.qov

Brent Maier

SOC JIC/Congressional Liaison

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3)

San Francisco, CA 94105

Ph: 415.947 4256

Mobile: 415.760.9170
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